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Law Alumnus Searches For Simple Life 
Reprinted from the Ironton Moun-
tain Echo 
A search for "the simple life" has 
led a party of three young men, one 
of them with a family; to establish a 
bastion of rural tranquility in an iso-
lated section of northern Reynolds 
County borderln!:] Clark National For-
est. · 
Larry Koeln, AB '64, JD '66, (above 
left), Bob Welhoelter, (above right), 
a University of Missouri -St. Louis 
graduate, and Gene Smith, his wife 
and two-year old son have withdrawn 
from the 9 to 5 world after buying 
65 acres of rugged real estate. 
If the five persons wanted to "get 
away from it all"-they have suc-
ceeded, since their camp lies at the 
end of a primitive logging road known 
only to timber operators and cut by 
three creek branches of the Middle 
Fork of Black River. 
Koelr is a registered member of 
the Missouri Bar, who practiced law 
for three years in a downtown St. 
Louis law firm and spent another year 
on the legal staff of an insurance, 
company. 
His fellow St. Louisian , Bob Wel-
hoelter, received a degree in psy-
chology from UMSL and was once 
a member of the St. Bernard Monas-
tery of the Benedictine Order in Cull-
man, Alabama. 
Gene Smith, the third member of 
the community, spent the last 14 
years in the Bergdorf Boo~ Store in 
the St. Louis area. 
WEDDINGS 
'59 
Miss AMANDA ANDERSEN, AB, and 
Maj DAVID R. MCNABB, BS 158, 
November 25, 1970, in Awersfoort, 
Netherlands. They are currently living 
in the Netherlands where he is serving 
with tho 32nd Tactical Fighter Squadron. 
'64 
Miss Laverne Lucille Keller and 
HERBERT JEROME LEVY, BS BA, 
August 7 in Jackson, Mo. They are 
living in St. Louis where he is assistant 
supervisor of brewing materials at 
Anheuser-Busch. She teaches English at 
Fox High School, Arnold, Mo. 
Their shaggy hair and long beards 
have made them an 1 object of Wide 
curiosity to their Reynold s n13ighbors 
who are equally puzzled by their 
blithe unconcern tor the material pos-
sessions which occupy the waking 
moments of almost everyone else. 
The party lives in tents-including 
a huge wigwam- and are determined 
to avoid the use of electr ical power 
as long as possible. They raise their 
own vegetables; haul water from a 
huge spring on the property of the 
U.S. Forest Service; keep bees; and 
will soon be raising their own chick-
ens. 
Koeln and Welhoelter are pictured 
above constructing what is probably 
'65 
Miss Rose Anne B nn ett and JAMES N. 
BRADLEY Jr., BS Agr, June 20 in 
Warrensburg, Mo. Mr. Bradley is 
currently attending law school at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City. 
'66 
Miss Cheryl Louise Christman and 
WILLIAM CURTIS BOTTORFF, Arts, 
August 15 in Columbia, Mo. 
Miss JUDY ANN THROCKMORTON, BS 
Ed, MEd '71, and Dr. JOllN MARKUS 
KOCH, DVM '70, June 26 in Columbia, 
Mo. The couple is at home in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 
'68 
Miss EDNA MAE CLARKSON, BS Ed, 
MEd '71, and Dr. DUANE HERBERT 
the only masonry chicken house in 
Reynolds County. 
1 While their disregard tor tHshwash-
ers, air conditioners and other gad-
gets of America 1971, puzzles their 
Reynold County neighbors, the es-
tatllished residents of the community 
tolerantly wish them the best of luck. 
I 
The newcomers are JUSt as t0lerant 
of Reynolds County residents. "You 
couldn't wish for nicer neighbors,'' 
declares Welhoelter as he struggled 
to complete the housing for chickens 
which the newcomers hope will carry 
them through the winter. 
The outdoor encampment, has 
drawn many weekend visitors to the 
65-acre dream of a simple life. 0 
FARMER, DVM '71, June 20 in 
Br okftold, Mo. Tho couple is living in 
Princeton, Ill., whore Dr. Farmer is 
beginning his practice. Mrs. Farmer is 
a counselor at Hall High School, 
Springfield, Ul. 
Miss Anne Hendricks Eberdt and DAVID 
H. HUME, Arts, August 7 in Columbia, 
Mo. He is serving in the U. s. Navy and 
is stationed at Norfolk, Va. 
Miss LINDA KAYE SHANKS, BS Ed, 
MEd '71, and Timothy Martin Reickard, 
August 8 in Lawson, Mo. The couple ts 
at home in Davenport, Ia. 
Miss Karen Sue Giberson and JAMES 
GEORGE SPENCER, AB, Jun.e 26 in 
Kansas City, Mo. The couple will reside 
in Grandview, Mo. 3le is teaching 
English and speech in the Hickman Mills 
school district. He is employed by 
C. N. A. Insurance Co. and ts a law 
m1ssouR1 aLumnus / 9 
